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Leo, the Cowardly Lion? 



 

 

 

    

Urania’s 

Mirror, 
circa 1825 
 

 



Greek stamp depicting a mosaical 

image of the encounter between 

Hercules and Leo,the Nemean Lion. 







Main stars of Leo asterism 



Regulus, Alpha Leonis, is a blue-white main-sequence 

star of magnitude 1.34, 77.5 light-years from Earth. It is a 

double star divisible in binoculars, with a secondary of 

magnitude 7.7. Regulus means "the little king". 



Messier 65 (NGC 3623), an intermediate spiral galaxy about 35 million 

light-years away,  was discovered by Charles Messier in 1780.        

M65,  M66, and NGC 3628 comprise the famous Leo Triplet. 



M66 







M65 & M66 in sketch 



NGC 3628, aka Sarah's Galaxy and the Hamburger Galaxy, is an unbarred 

spiral galaxy about 35 million light-years away. It was discovered by William 

Herschel in 1784 and has an approximately 300,000 light-years long tidal tail. 

Along with M65 and M66, it forms the famous Leo Triplet. Its most conspicuous 
feature is the broad and obscuring band of dust located along the outer edge 

of its spiral arms, effectively transecting the galaxy to our view. 



Messier 95 (NGC 3351), a barred spiral galaxy about 38 million light-years away 

was discovered by Pierre Méchain in 1781, and catalogued by Charles Messier 

four days later. On 16 March 2012, a supernova was discovered in M95. 



M95 sketch 



Messier 96 (NGC 3368), an intermediate spiral galaxy about 31 million 

light-years away, was discovered by Pierre Méchain in 1781. 



A Leo Trio 



Trio of M105, NGCs 3384&3389 





NGC 2903 is a barred spiral galaxy about 30 million light-years 

away. It was discovered by William Herschel who cataloged 

it in 1784. NGC 2905 is a bright star cloud within this galaxy. 



The Leonids  is 

a prolific 

meteor 

shower 

associated 

with the 

comet 

Tempel-Tuttle. 

 

 



The Huge Large Quasar Group, (Huge-LQG, also called 

U1.27), consists of 73 quasars measuring 4 billion light-years 

across. Until the discovery of the Hercules–Corona Borealis 

Great Wall in 2013, it was identified as the largest and most 

massive known structure in the observable universe. 







Arp 107, Interacting galaxies 



NGC 3395 and NGC 3396 are a spiral and irregular 

barred spiral galaxy respectively that are interacting, 

located 1.33 degrees southwest of 46 Leonis Minoris. 



Hanny's Voorwerp, 

Dutch for Hanny's 

object, is an 

astronomical object of 

unknown nature 

discovered in 2007 by 

Dutch school teacher 

Hanny van Arkel, while 

she was participating 

as an amateur 

volunteer in the Galaxy 

Zoo project. 

Photographically, it 

appears as a bright 

blob close to spiral 

galaxy IC 2497. 



One of several working hypotheses 



Observe with Courage 


