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Lacerta the Lizard 

As the last glow of evening twilight drains 

from the western sky during September 

evenings, the small constellation Lacerta 

crawls high overhead. This celestial lizard 

was created in 1687 by Johann Hevelius to 

fill the void between Cygnus and 

Andromeda.  

- Walter Scott Houston, 

   Deep-Sky Wonders 





Urania’s Mirror, circa 1825 





No region in the heavens 

is barren. No constellation 

is fruitless for the 

observer. Even a lifetime 

of exploring the celestial 

display cannot exhaust the 

surprises that dance so 

beautifully before the 

amateur astronomer.  

 - WSHouston 



NGC 7243 (Caldwell 16), is an open cluster of magnitude +6.4.  It is located 

near the naked-eye stars Alpha Lacertae, 4 Lacertae, an A-class double star, and 

planetary nebula IC 5217. It lies approximately 2,800 light-years away, and is 

thought to be just over 100 million years old, consisting mainly of white and 

blue stars. 



NGC 7209 is a young, open cluster estimated to be around 410 million years-old and as suggested 

by the plethora of bright bluish stars. It is comprised of approximately 100 member stars and 

dominated by a handful of magnitude 7 to 9 stars and which includes an impressive pair of carbon 

stars at its center (mags 9.48 and 10.11). NGC 7209 is well-detached from the backround sky with a 

slight vertical concentration in a field spanning the apparent diameter of the full moon. The cluster 

has been estimated to lie at a distance of 3,810 light-years away. 



For those who want a challenge, the small open cluster NGC 7296 is 40’ east of the 4th 

magnitude  Beta Lacertae. This 10th magnitude cluster  lies on a rich background, which 

might be a hindrance since NGC 7296 is only 4’ in diameter.  After examining the cluster, 

try sweeping nearby, or just letting the stars drift …to discover many curious sights 

never seen during low-power sweeps.   -  WSHouston 



NGC 7245 is a rather difficult open cluster only 5’ across 

at magnitude 11.5. Best seen in instruments of 10 inches 

and larger, it is identifiable in large binos. 



IC 1434 is a “dull little cluster” in an 8’ grouping of perhaps 30 stars of 

10th magnitude. 

It is more easily located than most IC objects, it is best seen in large 

glass with averted vision. 



IC 5217 is an often overlooked planetary nebula.  This tiny 12.6 magnitude 

object subtends a mere 6".  It has a very high surface brightness but is very 

small.   A six-inch will show the nebula as a faint star that looks slightly non-

stellar.  Look for a greenish hue.  Larger apertures and high magnifications are 

required to see detail.  Use an OIII filter. 






